THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
Sazonov laments the difficulty which he finds in restraining his General Staff; his plaint is telegraphed by the Tsar of all the Russias to the German Kaiser, The Kaiser heaves a sigh to the same effect (but hides it from his son); and the Premiers of all four countries were probably echoing it at the same hour. For if a horse has stood in its stall so long that it has almost forgotten how to run, then, when it is saddled and bridled at last and led to the stable door, already creaking on its hinges, it gives it a kick to force it open. But what has all that to do with peaceful folk outside, whose only ambition is to escape being ridden down ?
To-day, then, the Petersburg Council of War con> firms the official version of mobilisation against Austrlay and the secret beginning of general mobilisation, the partial variety being "technically impossible"
Up to this point the motives of the participants have been susceptible to analysis and consideration; but here the conflict begins to degenerate into hysteria. From this moment onward only a partisan can distinguish the p-rovoker from the provoked in Europe. The word "technical" was used then to frighten the Ministers into their corners, as it is used to-day to intimidate the historians. The brass hats, propounded a theory of esoteric strategical lore, to be accepted in faith, not understood; and the laity murmured: "Credo, quit aksurdum est"
A± the same time the Tsar, always anxious, like the to undo the effects of his energetic decisions, the German Ambassador that the  decree  of does not constitute a hostile act against message, for once, conceals no intrigue & I* Q&ly the Tsar's way of reassuring ^wft fears* For the General dislikes behind, tlie Ambassador's back, and lit |Kpk4&C9 d£ tke Q@man Military Attached
